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Unseen Passage For Class 8 CBSE 

Unseen Passage For Class 8 CBSE – Passage 1 

Andrew Fang is a legend in bowling. He was elected Sportsman of the Year in 2000. Andrew is 

only 23 years old. He started bowling when he was nine, learning the sport from his parents. 

“When I was just starting out, my family supported me by paying for my training and 

equipment,” says the Arts student whose major is economics. Competition or not, Andrew has 

no problem keeping fit. “I like to ride a bike. Rain or shine, you’ll find me on my mountain bike 

pedaling for at least two hours in Bukit Timah, four times a week. It takes my mind off 

problems and difficulties,” says Andrew. Rest and recreation are just as important as exercise. 

“I love to sleep,” says Andrew. “When I prepare for tournaments, I usually sleep eight to nine 

hours a day.” He also likes to play pool, read a good novel or watch a show with his friends. 

When it comes to food, Andrew says he takes everything in moderation and stays away from 

fried and greasy foods. He takes in more protein than the average person and tries to drink as 

much water as he can to prevent dehydration since he bikes a lot. Due to his discipline, 

Andrew’s working relationship with his trainer has been very fluid. Andrew’s priority, however, 

is education. “Getting my title is my biggest wish right now. After that, I can fully concentrate 

on professional bowling,” says Andrew firmly. 

Unseen Passage With Questions And Answers Class 8 (Passage 1): 

Questions: 1. Andrew Fang is introduced to bowling by his _ 

 (a) parents 

 (b) friends 

 (c) coach 

 (d) teacher 

Questions: 2. What does Andrew do when he is stressed? 

 (a) He goes bowling. 

 (b) He climbs up Bukit Timah Hill. 

 (c) He eats fried and fatty food. 

 (d) He goes cycling on his mountain bike. 
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Questions: 3. How does Andrew prepare himself for tournaments? 

 (a) He cycles for two hours every day. 

 (b) He sleeps at least eight hours a day. 

 (c) He plays pool and reads a good novel. 

 (d) He takes in less protein and drinks more water. 

Questions: 4. Which one of the following is most important to Andrew 

now? It is to 

 (a) be a professional bowler 

 (b) graduate from university 

 (c) be voted as Sportsman of the Year 

 (d) pay his parents for his training and the equipment 

Questions: 5. “Andrew Fang is a legend in bowling” means that 

 (a) He has written a book on bowling 

 (b) He is very disciplined and co-operates with his coach. 

 (c) His achievements in sports must be remarkable. 

 (d) His interest in bowling lasted for fourteen years. 

1. Answer: (a) parents 

2. Answer: (d) He goes cycling on his mountain bike. 

3. Answer: (b) He sleeps at least eight hours a day. 

4. Answer: (b) graduate from university 

5. Answer: (c) His achievements in sports must be remarkable. 

Unseen Passage For Class 8 CBSE – Passage 2 

In response to increasing environmental damage caused by poachers, authorities banned 

ivory in the 1980s. Although the ban resulted in an initial decline in the sale and trade of 

illegal ivory and a simultaneous increase in the elephant population, the most pressing needs 

prompted most Western nations to withdraw funding for poaching prevention programs. 

Without significant financial support, poorer countries were unable to combat poachers 
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effectively. The resulting explosion in the ivory trade has seen prices rise to almost 10 times 

the $45 per pound price at the beginning of the decade. 

Unfortunately, the countries with the worst poaching problems have also tended to be the 

least able to combat the problem due to unstable political systems, corruption, lack of 

comprehensive enforcement programs, or some combination of all these factors. A major 

obstacle to better enforcement of the ivory ban stemmed from the inability to definitively 

identify the country of origin of illegal ivory. Countries used this uncertainty to avoid 

responsibility for curbing illegal poaching in their territories by attempting to blame other 

countries for enforcement oversights. 

Now, however, zoologists have perfected a new DNA identification system. First, scientists 

collected genetic data on the African elephant population, an arduous effort that ultimately 

resulted in a detailed DNA-based map of African elephant distribution. The researchers then 

developed a method to extract DNA evidence from the ivory, which allowed them to match 

the ivory to elephant populations on the map. Zoologists hope this new method will pinpoint 

the exact origin of the plundered ivory and force countries to accept their responsibility to 

enforce the ban. 

Unseen Passage With Questions And Answers Class 8 (Passage 2): 

Questions: 1. The passage suggests which of the following about the ivory 

ban? 

 (a) It will be successful now that the DNA-based map has been developed. 

 (b) It has been mostly unsuccessful in reducing the trade of illegal ivory. 

 (c) It will continue to be ineffective unless the problems of political corruption are 

solved. 

 (d) Western monetary support was a major factor in its success. 

Questions: 2. The response of the countries with the worst poaching 

problems to the situation was most analogous to: 

 (a) a tax evader who uses deceptive accounting practices to hide her income from 

auditors 
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 (b) an embezzler who steals from her company by pilfering small amounts of money 

over a long period of time 

 (c) a criminal who argues that it is not he but one of his accomplices who is guilty of a 

crime 

 (d) a con artist who convinces his victim that it is in the victim’s best interest to help him 

Questions: 3. The passage suggests which of the following about the 

DNA-based map created by zoologists? 

 (a) Its assemblage involved a great deal of work on the part of the researchers. 

 (b) Its creation will force countries to accept responsibility for the ivory poached from 

within their borders. 

 (c) The map is able to pinpoint the exact elephant from which poached ivory was 

obtained. 

 (d) It must be updated constantly to account for changes in elephant populations. 

Questions: 4. The passage is chiefly concerned with: 

 (a) advocating a course of action for countries with poaching problems 

 (b) exposing the weaknesses of the ivory ban 

 (c) pleading with Western countries to re-institute financing for the ivory ban 

 (d) detailing a way to overcome a problem that has lessened the effectiveness of the 

ivory ban 

1. Answer: (d) Western monetary support was a major factor in its success. 

2. Answer: (c) a criminal who argues that it is not he but one of his accomplices who is 

guilty of a crime 

3. Answer: (a) Its assemblage involved a great deal of work on the part of the researchers. 

4. Answer: (d) detailing a way to overcome a problem that has lessened the effectiveness 

of the ivory ban 

Unseen Passage For Class 8 CBSE – Passage 3 

The culture of nuclear families is fashionable. Parents are often heard complaining about the 

difficulties of raising children these days. Demand for too much freedom, too much 
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independence; during night parties; excessive extravagance, wasting pocket money; there is 

no time for studies and the family all this is a common cry of this type of families. Aren’t the 

parents themselves responsible for this sorry state? The basic need of a growing youth is 

family, love, care and bonding along with moral values. It should not be forgotten that 

“charity begins at home”. 

Both independence and individuality must be respected to maintain the sanctity of the family. 

Children today must be handled tactfully to bridge the ever-widening generation gap. Only 

reasonable demands should be met, as there are too many expenses to cover and too many 

social obligations to be taken care of by the parents. Our ancestors lived happily in close-knit 

families. The children loved living with their cousins, they learned to adapt to their means. 

There was perfect harmony between the generations. The concept of nursing homes never 

existed. There was deep respect for the elders in the family and love, care and concern for the 

young. Even small family differences were resolved amicably. 

Unseen Passage With Questions And Answers Class 8 (Passage 3): 

 Questions: 1. Mention any two major common concerns of a nuclear family. 

 Answers: Too much independence and no time for studies and family. 

 Questions: 2. Who, according to the passage, are responsible for them ? 

 Answers: Parents themselves. 

 Questions: 3. Explain the expression ‘charity begins at home’. 

 Answers: The parent should not forget that it is in giving that one receives. 

 Questions: 4. Describe the atmosphere in joint families. 

 Answers: In joint families, children get a friendly atmosphere and they also learn to 

adjust within means. 

 Questions: 5. Which word in the passage means ‘Holiness of life’ ? 

 Answers: Sanctity 

Unseen Passage For Class 8 CBSE – Passage 4 

This is a great lesson for all of us, that in all matters the two extremes are equal. The positive 

end and the negative end are always similar. When the vibrations of light are too slow we do 
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not see them, nor do we see them when they are too fast. The same goes for sound; when it’s 

too low we don’t hear it, when it’s too high we don’t hear it either. Of the same nature is the 

difference between resistance and non-resistance. A man does not resist because he is weak, 

lazy and cannot; because he won’t; the other man knows that he can deliver an irresistible 

blow if he wants to; however, he not only does not hit, but blesses the enemies of him. The 

one who through weakness does not resist commits a sin, and as such he cannot receive any 

benefit from non-resistance, while the other would commit a sin by offering resistance. – 

Swami Vivekananda 

Unseen Passage With Questions And Answers Class 8 (Passage 4): 

Question: 1. “………in all matters two extremes are alike”, means: 

 Powerful men always gain success. 

 All human beings are of same characters. 

 Boys and girls are equally talented. 

 The extreme positive and the extreme negative are alike. 

Question: 2. When the sound is in low pitch: 

 we fail to hear it 

 we can hear it easily 

 it pleases us 

 we feel dizzy 

Question: 3. Too rapid vibrations of light: 

 can be easily seen 

 cannot be seen 

 should be enjoyed 

 both (2) and (3) are correct 
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Question: 4. The one who resists is different from a man who does not 

resist, because of his: 

 nature 

 weakness 

 strength 

 laziness 

Question: 5. The word ‘irresistible’ means: 

 tied so closely that it cannot be separated 

 so strong that it cannot be stopped 

 that cannot be changed back 

 so valuable that it cannot be replaced 

1. Answer: The extreme positive and the extreme negative are alike 

2. Answer: we fail to hear it 

3. Answer: cannot be seen 

4. Answer: strength 

5. Answer: so strong that it cannot be stopped 

Unseen Passage For Class 8 CBSE – Passage 5 

Next to water, tea is the most consumed beverage in the world. This is good news because 

tea offers significant health benefits. Its benefits were first discovered by the Chinese Emperor 

Shen Nung, who declared that it provides bodily vigor, mental satisfaction, and determination 

of purpose. Today, there is ample evidence that tea in its many forms possesses a host of 

health benefits, from supporting the immune system to reducing the risk of cancer and 

helping to prevent tooth decay. 

What makes tea such a healthy drink? The star compounds are called catechins. Those are 

antioxidants, which help prevent cell damage from harmful molecules called free radicals. 

Tea can be black, green, and red and is derived from a warm-weather evergreen tree known 

as Camelia Sinensis. The more processing the tea leaves undergo, the darker they become. 
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Green tea is the least processed tea. It is simply steamed quickly and offers maximum healing 

powers because it is not fermented. It also helps prevent tooth decay and aids in weight loss. 

Unseen Passage With Questions And Answers Class 8 (Passage 5): 

 Questions: 1. The most commonly consumed beverage in the world 

is………………………….. 

 Answers: tea 

 Questions: 2. Tea turns out to be a healthy drink due to the presence 

of……………………………. 

 Answers: catechins 

 Questions: 3. Benefits of tea were first discovered by…………………………………….. 

 Answers: the Chinese Emperor Shen Nung 

 Questions: 4. Green tea leaves offer maximum healing powers because it 

is……………………….. 

 Answers: not fermented 

 Questions: 5. The word to the last para which means the same as helps 

is…………………………. 

 Answers: aids. 

 


